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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 59814 99 A 

TITLE: Lesion-directed antibiotics in dry dosage forms for the treatment of 
shallow ulcers of the oral mucosa 



BSPR: 

Although aphthous ulcers were described by Hippocrates, the etiology of these 
lesions is still largely unknown. While a variety of conditions are associated 
with aphthous ulcers, immunologic status seems to be an important factor in 
initiating eruptions. For example, aphthous-like ulcers are often associated with 
allergic reactions, human immunodeficiency virus and herpes simplex infection. In 
some patients, the incidence of ulcer formation correlates with menstrual cycles. 
In other cases dietary or digestive disturbances seem to be the precipitating 
factors. Prolonged fever, emotional stress, local trauma, low serum iron, 
ferritin or zinc levels, deficiency of vitamin B. sub. 12 or folate, malabsorption 
in association with celiac or Crohn's disease, food hypersensitivity and drug 
reactions may also promote aphthous ulcers. 
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